No farmal statuary or clipped hedges
heredln fact, there's harely a straight line
anyw];@ﬁc in Mark and Guia {pronounced
gheew'f)_anfma11‘s garden. Sited near
Kempton amid some of lllinols’ most fertile
farmland, the two-acre homestead is filled
with-an avant garde assortment of flowers,
herbs. vegetables, fruits, chickens, dogs
and bees,

The Hoffrnans have been living and gar-
~ dening on the property since 1986, Mark, a
farm boy from Kansas, and Guia, a native
of the Philippines, were originally attracted
to the area by Stelle, a nearby eco-con-
scious community. Shortly after purchas-
ing the 1900s vintage home, the couple set
about renovating both it and the surround-
| ing property. They planted 60 trees, 40
argas of shrubs and vines, and countless
flower and vegetable beds. All are tended
organically,

“We've always maintained a closed-loop
nutrient system,” says Mark. “Food scraps
from the garden are fed to the chickens.
Their waste is processed into compost and
. that's returned to the garden, We also
freeze and can fruits and vegetables and
dather honey from our beehives.”

The Hoffmans are avid experimenters,
tao. Over the years they've tried growing
apples, peaches, pears, plums, apricots,
persimmons, almonds, nectarines, pecans
and cherries, plus a wide assortment of
vegetables, including many of Guia's
tavorite oriental crops. Some have been
more successful than others,

“The bugs love Chinese cabbage,” says
Guia. “They think it's a delicacy. So now [
plant it just for them and they leave my
other Brassicas alone!”

The Hoffmans have had success grow-

- ing garlic, tomatoes, onions, squash, pep-

pers, broceoli, beans, potatoes, raspber-
ries and strawherries—but forget the
watermelons. They simply don't do well for
the Hoffmans. As for ornamentals, Guia's
flowerbeds include many tough-as-nails
perennials (lilies, Echinacea, phlox, holly-
hocks, Russian sage, asters and peonies).
Inside, she raizses more than 90 house-
plants, including many exotic orchids,







